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LIGHTS,  
CAMERA, 
POSE
A group of four of our students 
were models for a couple 
of days, photographed by 
a student photographer at 
nearby Middlesex University.  
The days were organised by 
one of our staff members, 
Thushari.  Here is a selection 
from the day.

NEW WEBSITE
Caritas St Joseph’s are delighted to announce that our 
new website is up and running.  Kindly paid for by a past 
employee of St Joseph’s, it has a much smarter look and 
hopefully is very user-friendly.  We also now have an 
online shop selling items such as soaps, planters and tea 
light holders, all made by our students in the Enterprise 
Workshops. Do have a look and let us know what you 
think:  www.stjoseph.org.uk

CARDINAL’S VISIT
In our 40th anniversary year we are honoured that our 
Patron, Cardinal Vincent will be visiting St Joseph’s on 
Tuesday 19th September.  A long time friend of the St 
Joseph’s site, he looks forward to meeting our students, 
their carers and families, and all our staff and volunteers.  
More info from sue@stjoseph.org.uk

OUR LADY OF LOURDES AWAITS
In our 40th year, a group of about 65 from St Joseph’s 
are eagerly awaiting the last week in July when they will 
be joining the Diocese of Westminster’s pilgrimage to 
Lourdes.  Read all about it in the next newsletter!
The Outreach continues its busy schedule with Saturday 
Clubs (and other days!) in the parishes, Symbol of Faith 
workshops in Poplar and Garston parishes, Masses 
celebrating the gifts of all people at Harrow Road 
and Enfield, and a talk on Disability awareness for a 
Confirmation group in Dollis Hill.   

GO IAN GO AT GLAXO!
Congratulations to Ian Freil who 
has been made employee of the 
year at Glaxo Smith Kline where 
he works as a receptionist looking 
after visitors and ensuring people 
get into the correct taxi.  Ian is 
supported by St Joseph’s in his 
parish and has been on pilgrimage 
to Lourdes with us.

A PLACE TO GROW JUST KEEPS GROWING
Our students have been hard at 
work creating beautiful planters and 
garden chairs out of recycled off 
cuts of wood.  They also displayed 
their items at the Kent Garden Show 

and at the London Irish Vintage Charity Day, where St 
Joseph’s was one of their named charities.  Gail was even 
interviewed by local television!

HAPPY 40TH ANNIVERSARY  TO ST JOSEPH’S!
Bishop Paul McAleenan, Auxiliary Bishop of Westminster celebrated our 40th Anniversary in the marquee in the 
grounds of St Joseph’s on the 13th May.  Many friends from the extended family of St Joseph’s gathered together 
for a special blessing and gave prayerful thanks for the many graces that have been extended to so many students 
and Outreach families over the years.  A ‘Bring and Share’ lunch, a St Joseph’s tradition, was enjoyed in the grounds 
afterwards.  
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 MEET ADAM

Welcome to our new Lifelong Learning Manager, Adam Hippmann who joined us at 
the beginning of the summer term. Originally from Poland where he was a journalist, 
he came over to the UK and has worked with people with learning disabilities with 
arts and communications in a Shaftesbury High School, The John Dewey Independent 
Specialist College and Social Services at Westminster City Council.
Coming to St Joseph’s is a change in direction for Adam and he finds that the number 
of students with a wide range in ages, needs and abilities is a great challenge but one 
which he is looking forward to.
He is a keen photographer and has travelled to Botswana, Namibia, South Africa and 
Zimbabwe.

UPDATE FROM CARITAS WESTMINSTER

Grenfell Tower Fire Response 
Caritas Westminster worked with St Francis of Assisi Church in Notting 
Hill to set up an emergency respite centre on the morning after the 
fire, to manage the overflow from centres closer to the tower. The team 
helped to facilitate the ‘pop up’ which provided meals, welcomed cups 
of tea and water, a listening ear, and accompaniment for people in 
the locality needing to be somewhere. In addition the team helped to 
manage, distribute and store the huge amount of donations in kind 
that people in the local community and elsewhere brought to the 
centre. 

To continue to support those who had been affected, Caritas, together with both CSAN and the Catholic Children’s 
Society (CCS) have launched an appeal to fundraise for the victims of the disaster. The proceeds of this appeal go to 
Catholic charities to support their work in offering immediate relief and ongoing emotional, financial, psychological 
and practical support to all those affected by the Grenfell Tower fire.   Visit:  www.caritaswestminster.org.uk

‘There’s No Health Like Mental Health’ workshops 
Over the past three months, Caritas Westminster, partnered with Welcome Me As I Am, and local MIND groups, have 
run workshops relating to mental health in different locations across the diocese. The workshops covered topics 
such as; creating a welcoming parish for those with mental health issues, spirituality and mental health, common 
mental health issues, and signposting to local services. The resources from the workshops will be up on the Caritas 
Westminster website soon.

Hitchin Bethany Club visit 
On the 20th June, Caritas Development workers Liz and Phoebe took 30 
reception pupils from Our Lady’s Primary School in Hitchin to visit the Bethany 
Club at Our Lady and St Andrew parish. The Bethany Club is a drop in lunch 
for elderly people, to encourage parishioners to come together and combat 
loneliness.  Liz said about the trip ‘The children were amazing and beautifully 
behaved, and the elderly guests absolutely loved their visit’.

Community Sponsorship 
Enfield Refugee Welcome Group, supported by Caritas Westminster, have recently welcomed their first refugee 
family under the Community Sponsorship scheme. The group have sourced accommodation, and will help the 
family to settle into being part of the community, as well as aid them in accessing local services. They are looking to 
support a second family in the future.

John Coleby
Director, Caritas Westminster

caritaswestminster@rcdow.org.uk

DISCO DANCING DIVAS 
Our students have been enjoying 
a variety of themed discos in 
recent months - St Valentine’s, 
St Patrick’s and most recently 
a Summer Disco.  Our in-house 
DJelly has been entertaining us 
with his tunes and came up with 
the idea of having a ‘Life of the 
Party’ prize for the student with 
the best outfit and dancer of the 
evening! The winner is entitled to free entry at the next 
disco.  Well done to Helen at the St Patrick’s Disco and 
Shernette at the Summer Disco!

Refreshments were prepared by the Exploring Cookery 
Class and students from the various art classes decorated 
the rooms with painted hearts made out of popcorn for 
Valentines,  Shamrocks for St Patrick’s and beautiful floral 
decorations at all the discos by Floral Enterprise.

SPONSORED WALK
A group of walkers took 
part in the St Joseph’s 
annual sponsored walk 
around Arnos and 
Broomfield Parks in May.   
We were fortunate to 
have wonderful sunny 
weather and the tea 

afterwards in the church hall, was very welcome at 
the end of the walk.  Thank you to all the walkers and 
the ladies of the Saturday Club at Our Lady of Lourdes 
Church for a wonderful tea.  It’s not too late to sponsor 
our walkers at www.justgiving.com/sjpc

MEXICAN THEMED SUMMER BBQ
At the beginning of July 
St Joseph’s held its annual 
summer BBQ with a Mexican 
vibe - salsa, sombreros and 
sunshine!!  Over 120 guests 
enjoyed sausages and 
burgers donated by a local 
butcher and then danced the 
afternoon away to Mexican 
tunes played by our DJelly.  A superb raffle rounded up 
the festivities.

Our next fundraising event is the Multi-Cultural Day on 
Saturday 25th November - looking forward to seeing 
you there!

FROM OUR CENTRE MANAGER
Dear Friends
Welcome to Caritas St Joseph’s 
Summer Newsletter 2017. So many 
wonderful events have already 
taken here at Caritas St Joseph’s and 
we have so many more to come!!
This year has seen us turn 40 on the 
17th May and we were privileged 
to have Bishop Paul McAleenan 

preside at our 40th Anniversary mass here in the grounds 
at Hendon. He dispensed a wonderful blessing for all of 
our volunteers present, without whom our work would 
not be possible. 
We have travelled to Lourdes with the Diocese and 
everyone who went had a very joyous time. We had our 
St Joseph’s mass in the St Joseph’s chapel, this was made 
special by not only the attendance once again by Bishop 
Paul and many clergy; but also by the deep and joyous 
faith shown by so many in the liturgy. Our families led 
the liturgy reading, acting, singing and signing. We were 
privileged to be supported by our friends in the Caritas 
Deaf Service Shell and Sarah and the wonderful Lourdes 
Musicians. Our jars were made by our Ceramics class and 
transported to Lourdes to be part of our drama. The class 
also made our badges which are now treasured by so 
many of the pilgrimage and are quite sought after!!
Our students at the Centre have enjoyed many social 
events including discos and our BBQ and especially 
Achievement Day where they got to show off their gifts 
and talents in performances for those who attended.
Looking forward we are delighted to be welcoming our 
patron, Cardinal Vincent Nichols to see the Centre in 
September and also Bishop John Wilson a week later.
Also available to purchase is our range of goods made by 
the Enterprise classes, please log on and have a look!! We 
can kit out your garden with furniture and even make 
bespoke items in wood, ceramics and soap!!
All of this work would not be possible without the 
support of all of you through donations and purchases 
and time giving for which we are very grateful.
Have a peaceful and restful summer,

Gail Williams
Centre Manager  

 
 10K RUNNERS
  6 runners pounded the 
  streets of London at the
  beginning of July,  
  the Houses of Parliament, 
  River Thames and the 
  City of London, while taking part in the Virgin Sport 
  London10K Run.  There was a great atmosphere but  
  the sun shone so the glass of prosecco at the finishing 
  line was very welcome!  They can still be sponsored at  
  www.justgiving.com/sjpc



OUTREACH DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Saturday Clubs, 3.00 - 5.00pm
Continue in Whetstone, Finchley Church End, New 
Southgate and Enfield.
Every Monday, 7.00 - 9.00pm
Church of the Annunciation, Burnt Oak
Every Last Tues of the Month, 7.00 - 9.00pm
St B’s Club, Ealing Abbey

LOOKING FORWARD 
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--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                                I would like to support Caritas St Joseph’s in their work with people with intellectual disabilities:
            
               Name:                                                                                       Tel No:                                                      Email:

               Address:                                                                                                                                                                                      

               Donation Amount:             £10              £25              £50              £100              £200              Other:            
                              If you pay tax, please complete the Gift Aid declaration.  Please tick and date in the box.
                              I would like information on how to make a regular gift to St Joseph’s Pastoral Centre.
                              
                                     l enclose a cheque payable to ‘St Joseph’s Pastoral Centre’ OR I would like to donate by:

                              Cash                  Visa/Mastercard                    Maestro/Delta/Visa Debit

               Name on Card:                                                                                     Signature: 

               Card Number:                                                                                    Date:                                     Expiry Date:              /

Postcode:
I wish Gift Aid to apply to the enclosed 
donation and I am a UK taxpayer and 
understand that if I pay less Income Tax 
and/or Capital Gains Tax in the current 
tax year than the amount of Gift Aid 
claimed on all my donations, it is my 
responsibility to pay any difference.
Date:                                           Ref: + SJHE

Gift Aid

 DD/MM/YY

  DD/MM/YY
You can also donate online

at www.justgiving.com/sjpc

                                                                                                           
Every Last Sat of the Month, 11.00 - 1.00pm
St Erconwald’s Parish Hall, Wembley
Every First Sat of the Month, 1.00 - 3.00pm
Our Lady & St Joseph Church Hall Kingsland
Every First Sat of the Month, 2.00 - 4.00pm
St Peter in Chains RC School Hall, Stroud Green

Contact sue@stjoseph.org.uk 
  


